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power to quit the trees at pleasure or in case of need. Thus Ceremonies
when the Pelew Islanders are felling a tree, they conjure the ^jjfmg
spirit of the tree to leave it and settle on another.1 The wily
negro of the Slave Coast, who wishes to fell an ashorin tree,
but knows that he cannot do it so long as the spirit remains
in the tree, places a little palm-oil on the ground as a bait,
and then, when the unsuspecting spirit has quitted the tree
to partake of this dainty, hastens to cut down its late abode,?
The Alfoors of Poso, in Central Celebes, believe that great
trees are inhabited by demons in human form, and the taller
the tree the more powerful the demon. Accordingly they
are careful not to fell such trees, and they leave offerings at
the foot of them for the spirits. But sometimes, when they
are clearing land for cultivation, it becomes necessary to cut
down the trees which cumber it In that case the Alfoor
will call to the demon of the tree and beseech him to leave
his abode and go elsewhere, and he deposits food under the
tree as provision for the spirit on his journey* Then, and
not till then, he may fell the tree, Woe to the luckless
wight who should turn a tree-spirit out of his house without
giving him due notice ! * When the Toboongkoos of Central
Celebes are about to clear a piece of forest in order to plant
rice, they build a tiny house and furnish it with tiny clothes
and some food and gold. Then they call together all the
spirits of the wood, offer them the little house with its con-
tents, and beseech them to quit the spot After that they
may safely cut down the wood without fearing to wound
themselves in so doing.4 Before the Tornori of Central
Celebes fell a tall tree they lay a quid of betel at its foot,
and invite the spirit who dwells in the tree to change his
lodging; moreover, they set a little ladder against the
trunk to enable him to descend with safety and comfort*
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